
Uncommon Senses V:
Sensing the Social, the Environmental,  
and Across the Arts and Sciences

Friday, May 9, 2025 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:  
Sundar Sarukkai works primarily in the philosophy 
of the natural and the social sciences. His books 
include Translating the World: Science and Language 
(2002), The Social Life of Democracy (2022), Following  
a Prayer (2023), as well as two books co-authored 
with Gopal Guru titled The Cracked Mirror: An 
Indian Debate on Experience (2012) and Theory  
and Experience, Caste, and the Everyday Social (2019).  
For more details: www.sundarsarukkai.in. 

Registration:

Sensing the Social
with Sundar Sarukkai

The mystery of the senses is as much in the ‘objects’ of sensation 
as in their mechanism. A theory of the senses influences a theory 
of objects. The sense organs do not perceive the objects per se but 
only qualities. If this is the case, how can we understand the long 
held suspicion towards collective and social ontology?  In this talk, 
the keynote speaker will explore some ideas on the ontology of 
the social and relate it to the metaphysics of the senses in order to 
make the argument that cultural practices are not only based on an 
implicit ontology of the social but also on the belief that the social 
is sensorially accessible. The senses not only access the social but 
perception itself is fundamentally social in character. He will use 
the example of touch and the idea of social touch to illustrate this 
possibility of sensing the social.

SUNDAR SARUKKAI

Free and open to the public.

Questions:
senses@concordia.ca

IN PERSON OR ONLINE 
Online: multimodal Grenadine platform (see QR code) 
In-person: MB-9.CD, 9th Floor, John Molson Building,  
Concordia University, 1600 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., 
(Metro Guy-Concordia)

Generously supported by the Office of the Vice-President Research, 
Innovation and Impact, Concordia University.
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